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SOVIET PARTY CONGRESS

The Soviet Union's 2lst Party Congress will convene on Tuesday--

the first since the fmmous 20th Congress in Feb 1856.

A,

The party congrees is the biggest and most publicized show

foscow puts on,

Hormally a pearty congress ig convened every four years, has

some 1,300 delegates, and attracts big brass from other

Communist parties throughout world.

1. 1In theory, full &,000,000 membership of Soviet partiy
elects delegates to the Party Congress, which in turn
elects party Central Committee, which elects party
Presidium} in practice, however, selection is from
above rather than elsction from below.

A regulay party congress would hear Khrushchev give a full

status repori on Communist activities all over the world;

'elect” & new Central Committee; be followed by secret

meetings with visiting delegations.

Next week's Congress, however, has peen labeled "Special”

{(the first of its kind in soviet history).

A“

The only item on the agenda is Ehrushchev’'s report On new
Seven-Year Plan {1959-1983) .

The Congress will probably not limit itself to this and
surprises are not unlikely (remember EKhrushchev's "secret"

anti-Stalin speech in 1956, ..8t111 never published in USER) .

Secret meetinzs with foreign delegatiuas feliowing the 2;4! 7

Congress are known to be scheduled. e e G
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